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We can only imagine the frustration and anguish endured by parents of children facing a cancer diagnosis 
who learn that there are no miracle drugs in the offing for young patients because the cancer is too rare 
for drug companies to make a profit by finding a cure. 

That is a heartache that no one should have to withstand, but one that thousands do. Annually, some 
12,500 children under 18 are diagnosed with cancer, according to Stewart Powell, of the 
Chronicle's Washington Bureau("Feds to offer big incentives for child cancer drugs," Page A1, July 6). 
 
Some 2,000 of those pediatric patients are treated at Houston's M.D. Anderson Hospital, including 200 
who participate in clinical trials. 
 
We don't necessarily fault the drug companies for their choice not to deliver these drugs. They are 
incentivized by the system in place to do good by doing well, and that means creating drugs that help 
large numbers of patients and, in the process, yield healthy bottom lines for the companies. 

But that is scant consolation for the families of children caught in the middle. They deserve better than to 
be effectively abandoned because their illness doesn't fit the economic model dictated by the U.S. health 
care system. 

Enter Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Austin, father of five, who has identified this issue as a personal cause 
and is doing something to change it. 

A bill by McCaul, expected to be signed shortly by President Obama, would create financial incentives for 
Big Pharma to find cures for those children who all too often die from their rare or hard-to-treat cancers. 

Under the bill, pharmaceutical manufacturers would earn vouchers for quicker Food and Drug 
Administration approval of new and potentially more profitable drugs in return for developing drugs for the 
small, unprofitable market of rare childhood diseases. 
 
The congressman received a helpful nudge to take on this project from parents who have lost children to 
cancer, including a group called Adam's Angels Ministry founded by Donna Culliver of Brenham, whose 
four-year-old son Adam died from a fast-moving cancer in 2004. 



 
We feel certain that the topic also has come up at the McCaul family dinner table or in conversation 
between the congressman and his wife, Linda Mays McCaul, a member of the board of M.D. Anderson. 
Our guess is that some credit for encouraging the development of this promising legislative balm also 
should go to Mrs. McCaul. 
 
Experts say it will take five to seven years before positive results are seen. That is a long time to wait, but 
better than never. 

	  


